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 Teaching Reading in Key Stage 2  

Introduction  

Parkwood Primary, we understand the important role reading plays in the 

lives of our pupils and how it impacts on their learning in all other areas 

of the curriculum. We believe that learning to read is an essential part of 

every child’s education, because reading is not only the key to success 

but also feeds pupils’ imagination and opens up a treasure-trove of 

wonder and joy for curious young minds.   

  

Aims  

At Parkwood Primary School we strive to ensure that all children become 

successful, fluent readers.  We believe this is achievable through a 

combination of strong, high quality and discrete teaching of synthetic 

phonics teaching combined with a whole language development approach 

that promotes a ‘reading for pleasure’ culture.  

This policy is aimed at reinforcing a consistent, high-quality approach to 

the teaching of reading once the children are secure in phonics. At 

Parkwood Primary we teach our older children through Destination Reader 

which is a whole class reading approach based on extensive research on 

reading pedagogy.             

Through Destination Reader we aspire to foster children’s lifelong love of 

reading, whilst developing skills to create skilled and reflective readers.                                                                         

Rationale  

Once our children become readers, their reading journey continues with 

Destination Reader and they are taught how to understand what they are 

reading. These daily sessions incorporate whole class modelling prior to 

the children applying their skills through partner work and independent 

reading. Understanding is deepened by the use of a series of reading 

strategies and language stems. Our children read with greater 

understanding, independence and, above all, enjoy reading more. These 

structured reading sessions allow the children the opportunity to explore 

both reading for pleasure and purpose. 



 

Purpose  

• To foster a life-long love of reading in our children 

• To ensure children develop their thinking and understanding of 

texts. 

• To ensure children develop their vocabulary knowledge. 

• To ensure the children build up their reading stamina. 

• To engage the children in meaningful dialogue as they explore texts 

together. 

  

 

Destination Reader – Guidance for Teaching Reading at 

Key Stage 2 

The school uses a structured approach to the teaching of reading at KS2 

using whole class sessions which include modelling, discussion of texts 

and independent reading.  Children’s understanding of a text is deepened 

by the use of a range of reading strategies and language stems. High 

quality texts are used so our learners have access to high-level 

vocabulary. Vocabulary is displayed using words and images with clear 

definitions given. Teachers use think aloud to model and children engage 

in partner talk during the session to respond to each text. 

 

Weekly Structure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Structure of the Session 

 

Within the sequence adaptations are made to suit different cohorts and 

teachers adapt their teaching to the needs of their children. 

 

Reading Strategies 

There are seven main reading strategies taught in Key Stage 2. These 

are: 

• Predicting 

• Inferring  

• Asking questions 

• Evaluating 

• Clarifying 

• Making connections 

• Summarising 

We also focus on retrieval in all reading sessions. Please the see the 

teaching guidance for modelling at the end of this policy. 

 

The Big Picture – Teaching written reading 

comprehension 

The children are explicitly taught how to answer questions and write 

responses. Active reading is encouraged to engage the children with a 

text. Answers are modelled and different question types are used. A range 

of text genres are used throughout the term with both known and 

unknown texts being selected.   

 

 



Reading Walls 

 

Each class has a reading wall which has all the sentence stems and focus 

strategy identified. It may include key vocabulary, information about a 

text or author and a  

 

Assessment  

Children’s reading knowledge is assessed every other term using PIXL 

reading comprehension tests.  This informs teachers as to where their 

children are and if any reading support is needed for an individual. 

Targeted interventions are then put in place to ensure no child is left 

behind.  Ongoing, weekly, teacher judgement will also ensure that all 

children are making good progress with their reading skills. 

 


